
VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, June 16, 2021, 7:00 PM 

Held remotely via “Zoom.us” 

 

 

I. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

The regular meeting of the Village of Franklin Planning Commission was called to order by 

Chairman, David Goldberg, via Zoom, Franklin, MI at 7:00 PM. 

 

II. ROLL CALL 

Present: Nena Downing (Franklin, MI), Paul Brakeman (Franklin, MI), Linda Novak 

(Franklin, MI), Pete Halick (Franklin, MI), David Goldberg (Franklin, MI),          

Absent: Stuart Wooters, Raj Abbass 

Also Present: Kathy Erlich, Village Council Liaison; Sarah Traxler, Planning Consultant, 

McKenna & Associates; Chris Doozan, Planning Consultant, McKenna & 

Associates; Heather Mydloski, Village Clerk; Roger Fraser, Village Administrator 

 

III. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

Motion by Novak, seconded by Downing to adopt the Agenda, as presented. 

 

Roll Call Vote 

Brakeman Aye 

Novak  Aye 

Halick  Aye 

Downing   Aye 

Goldberg  Aye 

 

Motion carried.  

 

IV. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

A. Regular Meeting of May 19, 2021 

 

Motion by Brakeman, seconded by Novak to approve the Minutes for the Regular Meeting 

of May 19, 2021, as presented. 

 

Roll Call Vote 

Novak  Aye 

Halick  Aye 

Downing  Aye 

Brakeman Aye 

Goldberg  Aye 

 

Motion carried. 

  

V. COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT 

Fraser reported there had been a Special Meeting June 7 for the purpose of approving and 

awarding contracts for the second phase of the Streetscape Project (downtown Franklin, on the 



Proceedings, Village of Franklin Planning Commission  Page 2 

Regular Meeting, June 16, 2021, 7:00 PM 

 

West side of Franklin Rd., and on Franklin Rd. from Scenic south to 13 Mile Rd.). The work 

would probably start after July 4 and the anticipated finish would be the end of October. 

 

Downing inquired about an update of the former bank building at Telegraph and 13 Mile Rd., 

including the installation of an electric vehicle receptacle. She was also interested in the possible 

exterior renovation of the Broughton House. Halick responded that the restoration of the Village 

Hall was to begin the next day. 

 

VI. BUDGET AND EXPENSES REPORT 

Downing questioned if the membership to the MI Association of Planners had been paid which is 

due by the end of July. Mydloski stated that it was scheduled to be paid at the end of this July for 

the coming year. 

 

VII. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 There were no comments. 

 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Review of Sign Ordinance – Temporary and Personal Expression Signs 

Goldberg referred to Chris Doozan’s memo, Revisions to Chapter 1474, Signs and Outdoor 

Display Structures, dated May 27, 2021, and the Commissioners agreed to begin a discussion on 

the identified issues. 

 

Doozan stated that the impetus for his memo came from Police Chief Dan Roberts who had sent 

a memo to Goldberg regarding the Sign Ordinance, specifically temporary signs. Roberts had 

three (3) concerns which Doozan summarized: 1. Signs placed in the road right-of-way (Section 

1474.12 (a), 2. Length of time political signs could stay up, and 3. Temporary signs are a blight 

and should not be permitted or permitted for a limited period (Section 1474.11 (e)(4). 

 

Doozan began the discussion by summarizing a U.S. Supreme Court decision in 2015, Reed v. 

Town of Gilbert, Arizona, which dealt with temporary directional signs for a church in the town. 

The Supreme Court decision was based on not having content-based sign regulations. The result 

being that the separate categories of temporary signs (temporary political signs, for sale signs, A-

frame signs, grand opening signs, etc.) were eliminated in favor of “content-neutral” sign 

regulations which deal with “time, place, and manner of display”. Franklin adheres to such a 

model with a category of “temporary signs” in a generic fashion. 

 

Referring to Chief Roberts’ three concerns and the Supreme Court decision, Doozan addressed 

each one by recommending appropriate revisions to the Ordinances.  He also had some 

recommended “housekeeping” revisions to the Signs and Outdoor Display Structures portion of 

the City Code: Section 1474.04 DEFINITIONS, item (q), Section 1474.04 PLANS; 

SPECIFICATIONS; PERMITS, item (c)(3); Section 1474.11 PROHIBITED SIGNS, item 

(l); and revisions to APPENDIX: TEMPORARY AND PERMANENT SIGN 

REGULATIONS. 

 

There were discussions about allowable temporary signs: the location (Doozan suggested 15-20 

ft. from the traveled road surface, specific areas need to be individually addressed), the number 
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of signs, the timeframe (90 days maximum), and the sign materials. For next month’s meeting 

Doozan will research how the surrounding communities have addressed these issues.  

 

Each Commissioner expressed her/his opinion on each subject, including the importance of 

Ordinance enforcement. The Planning Commission will consider the temporary sign issues and 

related details at next month’s meeting. For clarification, Mydloski will send each Commissioner 

a copy of the Temporary Sign Application which will be discussed next month. 

 

During the meeting there were conversations about suggesting the Village send monthly or 

seasonal notifications to all residents highlighting pertinent Village related information, such as, 

the Sign Ordinance and its enforcement. 

 

For next month’s meeting the issues dealing with the appropriate location of signs, the sign 

materials, the number of signs, and the allowable length of time for temporary signs will be 

discussed and considered. Some “housekeeping” items will be included, as well. 

 

IX. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Short Term Rentals 

This issue will remain on the agenda. Further direction from Council was needed to proceed. 

 

B. Garden Fence Standards 

No discussion. 

  

C. Master Plan Implementation 

 

1. Safety Pathways/Safe Walking Zones 

 

               a. Village Owned Land Inventory and Analysis 

Goldberg reminded the Commissioners of the importance to walk the Village owned properties. 

  

b. Jen Stan 

Council requested that Planning provide more substantial information and guidance before this 

issue could be considered. Before she moved on, Traxler, former Planning consultant, had 

provided such direction for the Planning Commission. Goldberg stressed the importance of the 

Historical Society’s involvement, including the financial responsibility of obtaining all the 

pertinent information so Planning could present it to Council. Downing noted and emphasized 

that Jen Stan is Village owned property. 

 

Goldberg updated his chart of Village owned properties and would send it to the Commissioners. 

 

Goldberg identified four (4) specific Village owned parcels which he thought Planning should 

concentrate on and possibly investigate the cost of having an arborist and others inspect them. 

For the benefit of the residents, Downing also felt it was important to find out who was 

maintaining even the small Village owned areas. Mydloski had spoken with Jerry Johnson, 

owner of Johnson Landscaping, and had a list of certain areas which his company is contracted 

to maintain. There are others which residents have routinely maintained and improved them; 
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however, when that is not done and they are assessable, Johnson will maintain them. Downing 

stressed that all these areas belong to the Village and whether they are easily accessible or not 

the Village should be accountable for them and correct any problems. 

 

c. Safety Pathway Plan 

Nothing new to discuss. 

 

D.  Master Plan Review 

Doozan is working with Downing and Brakeman on this. 

  

IX. GENERAL COMMUNICATION 

A. Upcoming Meeting Dates: Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting, July 07 21, 2021, 

7:00  

PM. 

 

Motion by Brakeman, seconded by Downing to reschedule the July 07 21, 2021, meeting for 

6:00 PM via Zoom. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

Erlich inquired as to the the Planning Commission’s process for recommending people for 

positions on the Commission when there are more applicants than available positions. What 

would be the best way of handling such a situation? The question was prompted by Council’s 

handling of such a situation at its last meeting. Goldberg detailed his criteria and the Planning 

Commission’s process and expressed his opinion on how Council had handled its new applicant 

for ZBA. 

 

X.  ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Brakeman, seconded by Downing to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:40 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted,     

Gail Beke, Recording Secretary 

 

       __________________________ 

Heather Mydloski, Village Clerk 

 

        

          


